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Michael de Moling, 
Of Cuenca in the Kingdom of Caſtile, 


To Titus Ambzofio, of Salamanca, in 
the County of Rutland, Greeting. 
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Plot. for - your Plot, and a Hanging- 
peech into: the Bargain. The One pomnmg 
 foryour [nftruchon, and the Other for your Example, 


Michael de Molina, 


Foi Words are beſt; among Friends. Here's a 
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The Spaniſh O TES, &% 


[chal de Molina, Born of Honeſt Parents at Cuenca, a 
City in the Kingdom of Caftils, bred there in the Jeſuits 
Colledge, and after at the Univerſity of Alcala de Henares; 
to try his fortune, went thence to Court, where to gain 
a living ſpeedily, he Undertook to give Secret Jntelligence to the 
Fecretaries of the ſeveral Ambaſladours then reſiding at that Court ; 
and to give the more Credit to his Reports, gave out, That he was 
Servant to Andrew de Rojas,Cavalier of the Order of Sant Tago, and Se- 
cretary of the Councell of State : Inſomuch that he Fozged Letters, 
Feigned Diſcourſes, Framed Jntelligences, fitted for the Purpoſes and 
Afairs of the Ambaſſadours wherewith he dealt, Counterfeited the 
Kings Hand, Jnvented Cyphers, made Conſultations and O»ders to 
the Number of 345 ſeveral Papers, and all with that dexterity, that 
he Deceived and Abuſed not only the Secretaries of the Emperour, 
the Venetian, and French Embaſſadours, but alſo and moſt of all, Don 
Lorenzo Coqui, Secretary to the late Don Lorenzo Campegs, Nuntio to 
the Pope; in whoſe Houſe he was at length Apprehended; upon ' 
whoſe Apprehenſion and Search of Papers, he told the Officers, That 
ifthe Tenor of thoſe Papers ſhould be looked upon as Jeſts and Con- 
ceits, he ſhould not ſpeed ſo Ill; but ifas a Crime it would appear 
ſo great, that one life would not be enough to pay for the ſame! 
And his Majeſty taking notice that the buſineſs was of that Jmpoztance, 
that the like had not been heard 02 found in any Hiſtoy, T3;mmandzd 
that there ould be on purpoſe a Court of Juſtice compoſed of Two of 
the Chief Nobility, and Two of the Chief Judges, before whom 
when the ſaid Michael de Afolina was ſufficiently convinced, and had 
wade a large Confeſſion ( which far its matchleſs ſtrangeneſs ſhall 
te Verbatim ſer down) he was ſentenced as followethyz '' *  -? 
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N the Town of Madrid, July 31. 1641. the Lords of his Majeſtieg 
'Y Counſel, who by Par:icultar Order have taken cognizatrice of the 
-Accuſatioa givcn in by Don Marcellino Faria de Guzman Attorney, 
"Neniinated by. his Majeſty, for this Canſe againſt 2£ichael de- Moiing 
late of Caenca, Priſoner in the Gaol of thi: Court for Offences and 
High-Treaſon, Committed by him, whereof he hath been Acculed, do 
Condemn the ſaid Michael Molina to be Hanged on:a Gallows, and 
his Goods to be Cankiſcated to the Kings uſe,. the Execution whereof 
they leave to the Lord Jadge, D. Fobn des Quinnones, and this is 
their Will and Pleaſure. 


This Sentence was made known to the Priſoner ' upon the Firſt of 


Auguſt, and Execution done accordingly in the Placa Major of Mad id, 


the: Third day following:z at which time and place the Proclamz- 
tion uſually made at the: Execution was thus; 


His is the Juſtice which the King our. Sovereig1 Lord Com 

mandeth to be done upon this man, for: having Commiited 
HIG H-T RE ASON, and Publiſh:d F ALSJTIES, FORG ERIES, and 
HORRIBLE CHEATS on the Affairs and Grave Miniſters of State; 
for which he Commands th.t. he be Hanzed by the Neck till he Die, 
to the end that. it may be to hint fova Puniſbmene, and to others an 
Example ; . then Concludes, Quzer tal hize tal pague, Hr: tha: thu 
deeth, let him:thus pay for the ſame, As he ſtood upon the Ladder 
ready to be turned off, he delivered in Writing to father Andrew 
Emanuel of the Society of Feſws, a Declara'.ion, the Conteats whereof 
enfueth Word for Word. 


; Oyal Subjedts of our Sovereign Lord the King, I am Michael 
, ae Molina, Born at Cuznca, the Grievouſneſs of my Crimes is {0 
great, that a Puniſhment can hardly be invented to Equ3lize mine 
Offences againſt God, againſt our Sovereign Lord the King, whom 


God Preſerve, againſt the Empecour, againſt my Native Country; 


againſt the Lord Dake de Olrv«rez, and Sant Zncar, againſt the-molt 
Grave, Faithfull and Loyal Miriſters of State, whom 1 have Diſcre- 
dited with my Forgeries and Lie-. The Clemency of-the King our 
Sovereign ( whom: God:preferve )) hath been very-Eminent in Ser- 
tencing me fo Mercifu.iy : God grant, to whom 1 now go to renders 
Stri'Account, . that there be found Mercy for me in Life to come, 
andthat 1 then pay not for the clemency ſhewed me here. _ _ 
1 * A Clare- 
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| (3) 
declare and confeſs npon mine own free will, that not having the fear 
jf Godno2 Ban befoze mine eyes, J have been the cauſe of the geaceſt 
art of the miſchiefs rhat rhis Wanarchy [uffereth, and of thoſe calamities 
1nd miſerfes which you faſthfull people y:t ſuffer, for which I humbly 
pardon of all thoſe that are Abſent, as well as of you here Preſent; 
for Jam the man that Feigned that the King our Sovereign Lord 
(yhom God preſerve ) and the Empecour, Inſtigated thereunto by 
the Lord Dake of Saint Lucar, and tomented by. him, did Plot the 
Death of our Moſt Holy Father Urbaz the 8th Pope, Head of the . 
Church, and Vicar of Chriſt, for which purpoſe I Invented and Con- 
trived Orders of the King our Sovereign, and of the Emperour, 
LETTERS from the Dake, ORDERS, INSTRUCTIONS, and 
TD3G MENT of che Counſellors of State, with Letters from Vice- 
Roys and Embaſſadours, with purpoſe to abuſe and deceive the Nuntio 
and the Embaſſadours of ſeveral Princes, and thereby to get Money 
fcom them, not carfng-foz th? daminage might ariſe and accrue from 
ice to the Uo2ld, and tro this Wanarchy z and not contented here- 
with), 1 Invented that in caſe the ſaid D-ath could not be Effetted, 
that then Endeavour ſhould be to call a Councell, and to Depoſe the 
Pope, or make a Schiſm in the Church. | Invented and Forged, that 
the Lord Duke did by Order from the King, the Emperovr and the 
Counſell of State, Endeavour'to Kii the Czrdinal Rizhclicn, Favorit 
to the moſt Chriſtian King of France ;, for which parpoſe, and for 
the Death of the Pope, I Feigned Perſons that were to have been ln- 
ſtruments of the fame; I gave notice to the Ambaſſadours hereof, 
hewing chem Letters and D2ders, which | feign<d as I judged meer, 
Imade them believe that 1 was an Officer of the Counſell of State. & 
that by that means I came to the knowledge of theſe Plots +4 Tonſpt- 
racies,whereby Þ have diſturbed rhe Wozld, Cauſed Jclouſles, and Suſpſ- 
clons amonalt all the Pzinces of Erope, and the Wiſchiefs that rhis Wo- 
narchy now Suffereth, 1 alſo advertiſed the Embaſladours, & the Ene- 
mies of this State, of. LE /i'T ERS,CONSULTS, Dders. and Decrees, 
made by the King and Counſel, for driving the French vut of Piemont, 
the Correſpondencies of the Cardinal of Savoy with the Subjects of 
that State, ſor the EfteCtuating the ſame ; thecoming of Prince Thomas 
from Flavders to Savoy for the ſame purpoſe, and to l:y Siege toCaſal; 
of an Army to be raiſed, and M5intaiacd in Marie; of an intention 
to KN Duke Bernard de Weimar General of the Swedes, the intentions 
of the King our-Sovereign, with the States of Yenice 2nd Genoa Ccn- 
cerning Piemont and Ceſal; the pprpoſe of ſupplies which both States 
of. ence and Genoa would fend to France and Holland ; and the inten- 


tions 


(4) 
*'cions of the Pope to Allilt France againſt Speirs ; the intent of 
land to league with Spain ; the pryrpole that the French and Fan 
| had to joyn their Fleers to hinder all ſuccours of Flangers, an 


to 
ſurpriſe the Plate-fleet, and infeſt the Coaſts of Spain; the De 


- that the Holanger had upon Artwerp in the Year 16:8. The Succegf 


- of Fontarabie;z whereupon | feigned Letters from the Prince of Cong, 
and from the Ducheſs de Cheverenſe; alſo concerning the Impriſon. 
- ment of Don Gmalterio Pens Secretary and Reſident for. Fraxce in this 
Court, with whom I had -intimate friendſhip, which was the ground 
of all theſe Diſaſters: of the Secret Compliance between the-Cardj, 
' Nall /yfante; and the Prince of Orenze : of the Conſpiracy by the Princg 
of Orenge to kill the Cardinal Rickelieu; the Deſign of Holand, that 
' the States of Flanders ould be independent of Spar, ai.d our Kin 
ſhould renounce his Right to the Cardinal /xfarta, to the end the Hy 
landers ſhould receive him, and ſubjeft themſelves to him : of the 
Capitulations and Agreement betwixt the King our Sovereign and 
the Duke of Modena, whereby I feigned that the faid Duke was to 
aſliſt with Six Thouſaod men, at his own charge, againſt France ; and 
"that the King was to give him the charge of Vice-Royof Catalonia, 
and Twenty Thouſand Souldiers to enter into Frarce by Cateloma, 
which was the firſt groundof the War at Salſa: and Perpignian the 
Key of Catalonia ; of the General Reſolutions of the Year 1639. in 
order tothe Aﬀeirs of Germany, Flanders, and /taly : of the purpoſe 
to take away the Nuntio's Court in theſe Kingdoms for the diforders 
and Exceſles of the fame ; of the great Reſentments of the King our 
Sovereign againſt the King of France, for his Leagueing with the 
Swedes, his Confederation with the Turks and Proteſtant Princes of 
Germany, for his ProteCtion and League with Holland ; for his Com- 
merce with Yenice and Genoa to the great diſcommodity of Sp«iz ; for 
the diſunion which he endeavoured to make between Spain and Eng- 
land : of the Reſentment that the King our Sovereign had againſt the 
Pope, for his Amity and Aſliſting of France 5 and not his endeavour- 


+Ing rather as a Father of the whole Church to pacify the Warrs by 


all means poſlible ; of the Deſign of changing the Commanders in 
Chief of all the Emperours Armies and the Spamrſh, thereby to make 
the Peopledeſperate, hecauſeof the failing of faith and credit z of the 
Recruiting and Arming the Gallies of Spuir, Cicily and Naples 
for the maintaining commerce, ſecret intelligence in Toulon and Mar- 
Feiltes ; of the capitulationof the Yere/4an with the Grand Turk : and 
the means whereby they drew the T,rkto Aﬀent totheir Demands, 
-and the little ſecurity the Tark had from them : AH which I 1\ 


__ 
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FENTED, FEIGNED and CONTRIVED ; together with many * 
moe LETT ERS, CYP HERS, Papers, 6c. without any intelligence, 
< (orreſpondence, or Amity with any Officer or Miniſter of State of 
this Kingdom, but that 1 alone without the help or aſſiitance of any o- 
" Fiter have Fefgned and Jnvented all the for. ſaid Deſigns, wiercof I 
ave Information to tr.e Nuntio and his Secretary, to the faid Am> 
kſadours, and to Monſieur de Peny with whom 1 have kept cor- 
rſpondence in France ſince the breaking forth of the Warr : the - 
fhich as a Truth I Swear before God, and declare it for diſcharging 
.* Ynj Conſcience ; | ask of God — alſo of the King our <0-- 
, © Fireign ( whom God preſerve) of the Emperour, of the Lord Duke, 
” Ezzinſt whom 1 directed moſt of thoſe forgeries, of the Duke of Me- 
we las Torres, of the Marques of Leganes, of the Duke of Villaher- 
ws, of the Count of Omiate, of the Marques of Y:/a Franca, of the 
ves of Mrabel, of the moſt Illuſtrious Lord Inquiſitor General, . 
teFather Confeſſour of the moſt Eminent Cardinals, the Cardinal 
Ingia, and Cardinal Spinole, and Cardinal of Sandoval, of the Lord . 
Don Geronimo of Villanucva,, Pronetary of Arragon, and Secretary of 
tate, of Don Andrew de Rojas Secretary of State, of the Ambaſſadour 
ſGenoa, and of all the reſt whom I have Fally Defamed by Theſe 
10RGE RIES and IMPOSTURES; and alſol ask Pardon of all the - 
ithfull and Loyal Subjects of theſe Kingdoms, Charging them to 
ke Example by me. And to the end thatit may be raanifeſted to all 
ines, I thus make Declaration, that God may Pardon me, and for 
teSatisfaCtion of this, and all other Nations which I have diſturbed 
the wickedneſs of my Inventions. In witneſs whereof I have 
kreunto ſet my Name, Dated in the Placa Mayor, and Place of Exe- 
ition in Xfadrid, the 3 of Augnſt, 1641. Thus Ended Michael de 
Melina, in whom the Refran or Spaniſh Proverb was Verified ; Quien - 
Met 4720 quiere ſer rico al medio It aborcan, He that will be rich in one.-- 
kr, ſhall be hanged at half years End. 
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